State of Texas Outreach to
Counties Having an
Ammonium Nitrate Facility
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State Agencies Contributing to Today’s Meeting

State Fire Marshal’s Office

Texas A&M Engineering and
Extension Service

Department of State Health
Services

Texas Division of Emergency
Management
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Chemical storage

Mixing and delivery
~occurred on East side of
building
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Smoke plume immediately
after explosion
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Aerial view of where the fire was first seen from a post-
blast perspective.
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Aerial shots, after the

fire and explosion
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Pictured Above: Intermediate School after the blast.
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. I\/Ii_tigation,of I-Lazards on Scene

_ Union Pacific and Railroad Tracks

In addition to mitigating the
anhydrous ammonia leak, repairs
to the railroad were coordinated by
investigators. Union Pacific not
only mitigated the tank leak, but
they also began repairing the
tracks to provide a North-South
commerce route for rail freight.
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Railroad tracks displaced next to the blast seat.
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SFMO was tasked by the Homeland Security and Public Safety
Committee of the Texas House of Representatives to identify
storage facilities in Texas with large amounts of AN.

SFMO researched federal and state databases listing facilities
with AN.

Fire safety inspectors conducted 134 inspections/consultations
that resulted in the identification of 104 facilities with 10,000
pounds or more of ammonium nitrate. The inspections were
conducted with the facilities voluntary cooperation.
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* A map application was developed that allows citizens to type
in their zip code to determine if an AN facility is in their
community. Contact information is provided to the local fire
department for more details.
(https://apps.tdi.state.tx.us/ammoniumnitrate/StartAction.do)

* The purpose of the map application is to share information
with the public, without providing too many details due to
security concerns.

* There were 18,536 hits to this site in its first month
(November 15t — December 1%t). In December there were
2,252 hits; in January there were 1,695 hits and in February
there were 458 hits. The total number of hits on the website
was 22,941.
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https://apps.tdi.state.tx.us/ammoniumnitrate/StartAction.do

The Legislature passed legislation (HB 942) in the 2015
session allowing state and local fire marshals and fire
chiefs to conduct inspections and pre-fire planning.

y
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HB 942 Highlights

The owner or operator of an AN storage facility shall, on request,
allow a fire marshal to enter the facility to make a thorough
examination of the facility and allow the local fire department access
to the facility to perform a pre-fire planning assessment.

Where AN is stored: no flammable substances, structural deficiencies,
improper building services, no other materials stored in AN building,
egress, reporting to state and federal agencies, NFPA 704 placard, no

wood that is impregnated by AN in the storage compartment,
minimum 30 ft. distance to combustible & flammable materials.

Inspection violations must be corrected or permit to sale AN_will
suspended. ‘4
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Occupational Safety and Health Administration
(OSHA)

OSHA Standard 1910.109(i) defines additional
requirements for storage of ammonium nitrate.
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The U.S. Senate Committee on Environment and Public
Works held a hearing on June 27, 2014 in Washington, D.C.,
and various experts from the Chemical Safety Board,
Department of Homeland Security, Texas A&M University,
and others all agreed with Chairperson Boxer that fire must

be prevented from reaching bulk storage of ammonium
nitrate.
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